Curriculum
2019
School Vision:
Preparing our learners for a
changeable future.

Ko Taupiri te maunga
Ko Waikato te awa
Ko Tainui te waka
Ko Waikato te iwi

Ko Ngāti Tipa te hapu

Ko Te Pūaha o Waikato nga marae
Ko Te Kohanga te kura

Welcome to the curriculum document for Te Kohanga School. We
acknowledge Waikato Tainui as our iwi and celebrate the four marae of Te
Awamarahi, Te Kotahitanga, Tauranganui and Oraeroa that surround the
school and Port Waikato area.
Our local curriculum starts with turangawaewae.
We value the knowledge of our local whānau and use this to help design our
learning units and celebrations. These are contextualised in ways that are
authentic and meaningful for Māori learners and honour mana whenua.
Ka Hikitia, the strategic plan for Māori learners developed by the Ministry of
Education states that a strong sense of Māori identity expressed via language
and culture is central to Māori learner success.
Te Kohanga School plans for inquiries which incorporate our School Values, the
New Zealand Curriculum Key Competencies and the Future Focused Principles.
Using a range of Assessment for Learning practices our staff plan ‘deliberate
acts of teaching’ (Effective Literacy Practice) to cater for the diverse learning,
behavioural and emotional strengths of our students.
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School Values
Titiro Whakamua
We look towards the future, trying new things and
embracing change.

Ako
We are a whanau, learning from and with each
other.

Ngāwari
We are building resilience and stamina in
our attitude and effort.

Manaakitanga
We show respect, generosity and care for
each other.

NZC Key
Competencies

Future focused
principles

Thinking
Relating to others
Using language, symbols,
and texts
Managing self
Participating and contributing

Sustainability,
Citizenship,
Enterprise,
Globalisation
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Ngāwari

We are building resilience and stamina in our attitude
and effort.

Beginning

Developing

I am learning that mistakes
are an important part of
learning.

I can recognise when I have I endeavour to try my best
made a mistake or not tried in all activities but
my best.
acknowledge mistakes are
a positive part of learning.

I can ask for help or retry an I use strategies to change
activity if I make a mistake. my attitude and my learning
focus.

Manaakitanga

Applying

I reflect on previous learning
choices and adapt my
approach for future
situations.

We show respect, generosity and care for each other.

Beginning to

Developing

I can talk about what
respectful behaviour looks
like.

I act with dignity and
My respectful actions and
respect towards others and words are visible and can
property on most occasions. be heard by everybody.

I use different prompts to
act respectfully towards
others and property.
eg teacher modelling,
questions about respectful
actions and feedback
prompts.

My respectful actions and
words help me and others
to feel part of the class,
community or group.

I use respectful language
and act with dignity and
respect towards others
without prompting.

I'm learning to reflect on my
choices of words and
actions.

I give positive feedback to
others about their learning
and behaviour.
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Titiro
Whakamua

We look towards the future, trying new things
and embracing change.

Beginning to

Developing

Applying

I am beginning to
recognise when I need
support with a task.

I am able to identify some
steps which will help me
start a new challenge.

With support I am learning to
ask questions to guide me to
action in my new learning
tasks.

I recognise one or two
I am aware of and can
steps I can take to help me express how I feel about
manage my feelings. I can different situations.
check in with the teacher
and share how I feel.

Ako

I actively manage my emotions
by talking with my teacher and
or peers. I demonstrate the
steps I need to take to get me
from thinking to action.

We are a whanau, learning from and with each
other.

Beginning to

Developing

I can make basic
connections between my
actions and my success as
a learner.

I am starting to manage my I can explain how actions lead
behaviours for learning
to reactions and outcomes,
independently.
and use this to inform my
decision making for learning.

With prompts I can tell my
teacher what I have to do
for my learning.

I can talk about the
different steps I need to be
successful in my learning.
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I share my learning with
others and what my next steps
are.
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Two curriculum areas that have a separate focus at Te Kohanga
School are the Health curriculum and Languages.

Health Curriculum
Our school places great importance on Hauora. Our Health Curriculum is a stand
alone document and looks at how the four walls of the whare tapawha are used
to support our students.
Health Curriculum Link
Systems overview for Well-Being Support

Languages
Te Kohanga School explicitly plans for and teaches the three official languages of
English, Te Reo Māori and New Zealand Sign Language. We also encourage
diversity and understanding through many language weeks throughout the year.
https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources/National-events-and-the-NZC
Te Kohanga Māori Progressions 2019

Key Documents
These school documents can be used to help with planning and expectations at Te
Kohanga School.
School Guidelines
⌱ Te Kohanga Inclusive Procedures
⌱ Te Kohanga Culturally Responsive Practice
⌱ Te Kohanga Accelerated Procedures
⌱ Te Kohanga Assessment Procedures and Expectations
⌱ Te Kohanga English Curriculum Guidelines
⌱ Te Kohanga Maths Curriculum Guidelines
Planning
⌱ Te Kohanga Māori Progressions 2019
⌱ Te Kohanga Reading Progressions
⌱ Te Kohanga Writing Progressions
⌱ Te Kohanga Maths Progressions (stored in Progressions folder on shared drive)
⌱ Inquiry Plan Master
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⌱ Long Term Curriculum Plan

Curriculum Implementation
Our curriculum focuses on a big idea or concept which can be
flexible in length and subject weighting.
⍝
⍝
⍝
⍝
⍝

Each new unit of learning starts with gathering staff, whānau and
student prior knowledge.
Where possible the unit starts or ends with a trip or ‘wow’ experience.
Lessons for the new inquiry unit begin with teacher-led ‘inspirational’
lessons that cover all curriculum areas.
Following these, students (in groups or as individuals) choose an area
of interest to inquire about.
Te Ao Māori and bicultural perspectives are included in all inquiry.

Reading, Writing and Maths are taught as separate subjects
but will link to the unit of inquiry wherever possible.
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Inquiry for Learning Model
Teachers and students are guided by this model when
undertaking inquiry learning. Each phase is equally
valuable but may have different weighting depending on
the current topic of work.
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